St. John Bosco

Westfield nun professes vows
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situated in the middle of their neighborhood. The refugio was closed down
and the usual round of harassment was
begun against the work of Don Bosco.
Once again his virtue of perseverance
was put to the test; so emphatic was
he that his undertaking continue that
some people said he was insane and
insisted he be confined to a mental
asylum. Instead, Don Bosco’s mother
joined him in his mission and, sacrificing all her material goods to the founding of the first Salesian Home, became
“Mama Margaret” to these children of
the streets.
Quite contrary to the prevailing
notions of the time, Don Bosco did
not use punishment or rough treatment to inculcate good behavior and
values into his charges. Rather,
according to a dream he had had as a
youth, he obeyed the voice that had
said to him, “Not with blows, but with
charity and gentleness must you
draw these friends to the path of
virtue.” Many teachers today would
recognize the wisdom of preventing
bad behavior with love and good
example rather than punishing undesirable conduct after the fact. Don
Bosco certainly did, and his methods
proved particularly successful. At his
death in 1888, there were 250
Salesian houses in existence around
the world that housed, educated, and
supported over 130,000 children.
Don Bosco was canonized by Pope
Pius XI in 1934. His feast day is January
31. He is the patron of St. John Bosco
Parish in Stamford, Vermont.
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